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Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to study the information literacy
level of the of the graduate students at Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University and
(2) to compare the students information literacy level in three variables: gender, field
of study and experience in the course of information retrieval.

The sample used in this study was 355 Sukhothai Thammathirat Open
University graduate students who were studying in the academic year 2009. This
sample was drawn through a stratified random sampling procedure. A test was
developed as a tool for data collection. This test was based on the Information
Literacy Competency Standards for Higher Education by Association of College and
Research Libraries. Statistics used for analyzing data included percentage, mean,
standard deviation, t-test, F-test, and Scheffe’s test.

The research findings showed the following results: (1) STOU graduate
students had moderate level of information literacy, and (2) the comparison of the
students’ information literacy level in three variables showed that male students had a
higher information literacy level in the use of information ethics than female students,
and students in social sciences had a higher information literacy level than those in
science. No significant differences were found between the level of information
literacy with experience in the course of information retrieval.
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