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Abstract

This research aimed to study the use of electronic databases by
lecturers and graduate students in the Faculties of Education of Rajabhat
Universities in the Southern Region. It had a comparative focus and meant to
investigate problems faced by the subjects in database use.

This research was survey research, and the population consisted of
1,727 lecturers and graduate students in Faculties of Education of Rajabhat
Universities in the Southern Region. Simple random sampling was used to select
316 lecturers and graduate students, of which 253 were master’s degree students,
11 doctoral degree students and 52 lecturers. The instruments used were
questionnaires. The statistics used in this study were percentage, mean and
standard deviation, t-test, one-way analysis of variance and the Scheffe method for
pair matching comparison.

The research findings can be summarized as follows: (1) lecturers and

graduate students used the electronic databases at a low level (x=1.88), while
Educational Research Complete (x=3.64) and ProQuest Dissertations & Theses

were used at a high level (x=3.57) (2) Comparing the use of electronic databases
by lecturers and graduate students by gender and age found no statistical
significance in those under 41 years of age. For 41-50 year - olds there was
statistical significance at .05. By subject, the areas of innovation management and
development, curriculum and teaching, early childhood education, research
strategies, leadership management, mathematics, and special education had a
statistical significance of .05. (3) The problems in using electronic databases
were at a middling level. For example, users were unable to identify journal

titles that matched their needs (x=3.55) or were unable to locate journals in
the database (x = 3.53).

Keywords: Electronic databases, Graduate students, Rajabhat Universities in the
Southern Region.



