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Abstract

This research aims 1) to study information use by lawyers at the Office at
the Council of State and 2) to investigate the problems in information use by lawyers
at the Office of the Council of State in the performance of drafting laws and legal
opinions.

This study adopts a qualitative research approach using the focus group
method for data collection. Eighteen lawyers at the Office of the Council of State
were divided into 2 groups, one of lawyers with experience in the legal specialty and
the other of the lawyers with experience in all government legislation, who were
purposively sampled. Research tools consisted of a preliminary survey and the focus
group questions. Taylor’s Information Use Environments (IUE) theory was used as a
conceptual framework. Data was analyzed using content analysis.

Research findings were as follows. (1) Information use by lawyers in the
performance of legal drafting which are to determine the need for legislation, editing
and law drafting and reviewing law drafting by the Council of State. In the
performance of legal drafting is to determine the need for legislation. The lawyers
who had experience in the legal specialty used the same kind of documents as the
lawyers who had experience in all government legislation, including explanatory
memorandum documents, public hearing papers and legislation. However, the lawyers
who had experience in the legal specialty used a broader range of information than the
lawyers who had experience in all government legislation. For editing and law
drafting, lawyers use articles and research papers to understand social, economic,
political and legal problems and legal remedies in foreign countries. In the process of
reviewing law drafting by the Council of State, lawyers use laws, foreign laws,
minutes and public hearing papers and also search the internet during the meeting. For
the information use in compliance with legal opinions, the lawyers focused on the
explanatory memorandum documents, the file of each subject, related laws and staff
consultation. For access to information, most lawyers used information from digital
libraries of the Office of the Council of State, as well as Google. (2) Some problems
of information use by lawyers were found. Most of the Thai and English information
resources in the Council of State’s library collection were out-of-date and inadequate.
The database searching system of the digital library at the Office of the Council of
State was prone to error and the results inconsistent.
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